
Pin the Moose  
on the Mountain 
What Is this Activity? 
Where do you think you might 
be if you start your day strolling 
through a warm, leafy forest and 
end it walking on ice and snow? 
On a mountain! In this mapping 
activity, your child will explore the 
animals and plants that live on the 
GL΍HUHQW�SDUWV�RI�D�PRXQWDLQ�

Topic
habitats,  
biodiversity

Activity Type
indoor

Activity Time
60 minutes

What You’ll Need 

ȏ� Notebook

ȏ� Pencil

ȏ� Crayons or markers

ȏ� Piece of posterboard or 
poster-sized paper

ȏ� Scissors

ȏ� Tape or glue

ȏ� Craft supplies such as 
pipe cleaners, pom-poms, 
and construction paper 
(optional)

ȏ� Meet Us on the Mountain 
handout 
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 Imagine Mountains  
Ask your child: Where might we be if we started strolling through  
a warm, leafy forest and ended up walking on bare rocks, possibly  
covered in ice and snow? If your child seems stumped, provide a hint: 
\RX�ZRXOG�EH�ZDONLQJ�XSKLOO�DOO�GD\��

Then work together to draw the outline of a mountain on a large  
VKHHW�RI�SDSHU��

 Ask: 

ȏ� What do you think the climate is like at the top of a mountain?  
The bottom? 

ȏ� +RZ�PLJKW�VXQOLJKW��WHPSHUDWXUH��DQG�UDLQ�RU�VQRZ�D΍HFW�ZKHUH�WKH�
plants and animals on a mountain live? 

Part A
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 Make a Mountain
1 Cut out the cards from the Meet Us on the Mountain 
KDQGRXW��$V�\RX�UHDG�HDFK�FDUG��WDON�DERXW�ZKHUH�
HDFK�RUJDQLVP�PLJKW�OLYH�RQ�D�PRXQWDLQ�

 Ask:

ȏ� What does this animal need to eat?  
:KHUH�ZLOO�LW�ȴQG�LWV�IRRG"

ȏ� Where is its habitat?  

ȏ� If it eats other organisms, what do those 
organisms eat? 

ȏ�:KDW�GRHV�WKLV�SODQW�QHHG"�:KHUH�ZLOO�LW�ȴQG�
things it needs? 

ȏ� Does the card give any clues about where on  
the mountain the organism lives?

2 Using the cards 
as a reference, 
draw each 
plant or animal 
\RX�ZRXOG�ȴQG�LQ�D�PRXQWDLQ�HFRV\VWHP��
0DNH�PXOWLSOH�GUDZLQJV�RI�HDFK��&XW�RXW�WKHVH�
drawings, then glue or tape them to the parts 
of a mountain where you think each plant or 
DQLPDO�OLYHV��ΖI�\RX�OLNH��\RX�FRXOG�DOVR�EXLOG�
PRGHO�SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV�ZLWK�FUDIW�VXSSOLHV�

3 As you create the mountain, talk with your  
child about the relationships among the  
SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV��

Ask: 

ȏ� What might the wolf eat? What might the 
ground squirrel eat? 

ȏ� What might happen if there are more wolves 
than ground squirrels? More ground squirrels 
than plants? 

ȏ� What might happen if all the plants on the 
mountain disappeared?

ȏ� Are there more plants or more animals in  
most ecosystems? Why? 

Map your World
Go for a walk around your yard, apartment build-
LQJ��RU�QHLJKERUKRRG��ΖGHQWLI\�GL΍HUHQW�NLQGV�RI�
KDELWDWV��7KHVH�PLJKW�EH�RSHQ�VSDFHV�VXFK�DV�
VSRUWV�ȴHOGV�RU�SDUNLQJ�ORWV��YHJHWDWLRQ�VXFK�DV�
VKUXEV��ȵRZHUV��RU�JUDVV��RU�\DUGV�ZLWK�WUHHV�RU�
JDUGHQV�LQ�WKHP��3UHGLFW�ZKDW�NLQGV�RI�DQLPDOV�
PLJKW�OLYH�LQ�HDFK�SODFH��DQG�MRW�GRZQ�LQ�\RXU�ȴHOG�

QRWHERRN�DQ\�DQLPDOV�\RX�VHH��5HPHPEHU��VSL-
ders, insects, and worms are animals, too! How do 
WKH�DQLPDOV�\RX�VHH�ȴQG�IRRG��ZDWHU��DQG�VKHOWHU"�
How do the plants survive? Back at home, make a 
map of your yard or neighborhood, drawing the 
ORFDWLRQV�RI�GL΍HUHQW�KDELWDWV�DQG�OLVWLQJ�WKH�SODQWV�
DQG�DQLPDOV�\RX�PLJKW�ȴQG�LQ�HDFK�RQH��

You and your child don’t 
need to know exactly which 
kinds of plants an herbivore 
like a ground squirrel  
might eat—don’t worry 
about the “right” answers. 
Instead, think about which 
animals eat plants, which 
animals eat those animals, 
and which resources plants 
need to survive. 

To discover more about this amazing planet we call home, check out PLUM LANDING  
at pbskids.org/plumlanding�ZKHUH�\RXȇOO�ȴQG�JDPHV��YLGHRV�DQG��RI�FRXUVH��3OXP�

Part B

EXPLORE SOME MORE



Where Does It Live?
Lichen can grow almost  
anywhere–in really hot, cold,  
or even toxic areas. 

How Does It Live?
It lies on the side of a rock! It’s living the dream.

What Can It Do?
It’s a fungus that lives as a partner with an algae  
�WKH�VWX΍�WKDW�PDNHV�VFXP�RQ�D�SRQG���7KH�IXQJXV� 
is a home and the algae turns water, air and  
energy from the sun into food.

But That’s Not All!
6FLHQWLVWV�VWXG\�OLFKHQ�WR�VHH�WKH�H΍HFW�RI� 
pollution in an area because lichens are very  
sensitive to pollution.
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Meet Us  
on the Mountain

Where Does It Live?
7KH\�OLYH�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ� 
forests and eat plants  
and twigs.

How Does It Live?
7KH\�KDYH�DERXW�IRXU�OLWWHUV�RI�EDELHV�HYHU\�\HDU�� 
7KLV�KHOSV�WKHLU�SRSXODWLRQ�VXUYLYH�DJDLQVW�WKHLU� 
PDQ\�SUHGDWRUV��OLNH�ZHDVHOV��O\Q[��DQG�KRXVHFDWV��

What Can It Do?
7KHVH�KDUHV�KDYH�ELJ�IHHW�WKDW�VWRS�WKHP�IURP� 
sinking into the snow and have fur on the soles  
to protect them from the icy cold.

But That’s Not All!
7KHLU�IXU�WXUQV�ZKLWH�GXULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�DQG�EURZQ�
GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�ȃ�JUHDW�IRU�FDPRXȵDJH�

Where Does It Live?
7KHVH�KDZNV�KXQW�GXULQJ� 
the day, looking for birds  
and small animals. 

How Does It Live?
7KH\�KDYH�ELJ�QHVWV�WKDW� 
DUH�KDUG�WR�JHW�WR��7KLV�KHOSV� 
protect their babies from bears.

What Can It Do?
7KHLU�ZLQJV�FDQ�EH�WXFNHG�LQ�VR�WKH\�FDQ�VZRRS�
through narrow gaps in the trees to chase their prey.

But That’s Not All!
7KH�IHPDOHV�DUH�ELJJHU�WKDQ�WKH�PDOHV�

Where Does It Live?
It can be found across northern  
Canada. 

How Does It Live?
7KH�SRSODU�WUHH�OLYHV�QHDU� 
water — either rivers or where  
the snow melts.

What Can It Do?
Its resin can be used as a healing  
ointment. Its wood — cottonwood —  
is used to make houses.

But That’s Not All!
$�SRSODU�WUHH�FDQ�OLYH�����\HDUV�ȃ�DV�ORQJ�DV�LW�LV�QRW�
cut down for its wood!

Lichen Snowshoe Hare

Balsam Poplar Tree Goshawk

Exploring your world, 
one mission at a time
 pbskids.org/plumlanding



Where Does It Live?
7KHVH�PDVVLYH�YHJHWDULDQV� 
are the biggest deer in  
1RUWK�$PHULFD���

How Does It Live?
7KHLU�KXJH�DQWOHUV��KRUQV��DUH� 
PDGH�RI�D�NLQG�RI�ERQH��7KH\�XVH�WKHVH� 
IRU�SURWHFWLRQ�RU�IRU�ȴJKWLQJ�RWKHU�PRRVH�

What Can It Do?
7KH\�DUH�SUH\HG�RQ�E\�ZROYHV��EHDUV��DQG�KXPDQ�
hunters.

But That’s Not All!
0DOHV�DUH�FDOOHG�EXOOV��IHPDOHV�DUH�FDOOHG�FRZV�
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Meet Us  
on the Mountain

Where Does It Live?
:ROYHV�KXQW�LQ�SDFNV� 
to bring down big animals 
like moose and elk.

How Does It Live?
7KH\�KRZO��EDUN��DQG�JURZO�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH� 
with others in the pack.

What Can It Do?
7KH\�KXQW�ZLWKLQ�DQ�DUHD�WKDW�FDQ�EH�KXQGUHGV� 
of miles wide.

But That’s Not All!
Conservation work has helped the wolves grow  
in numbers.

Where Does It Live?
)RUHVWV�RI�ZKLWHEDUN�SLQH� 
can be seen across  
northern Canada.

How Does It Live?
7KH\�SURGXFH�SLQH�FRQHV�� 
which are clusters of pollen  
and seeds.

What Can It Do?
:KLWHEDUN�SLQHV�DUH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VRXUFH�RI�IRRG� 
for many birds and small mammals, including the 
Clark’s nutcracker.

But That’s Not All!
7KH\�DUH�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�ZKLWH�SLQH�EHHWOHV�� 
ZKLFK�KDYH�NLOOHG���������WUHHV�LQ�<HOORZVWRQH�

Where Does It Live?
Its diet is mostly grasses and  
plant parts — stems, leaves,  
bulbs, fruits, and seeds.  
Sometimes it will eat birds,  
insects, or other small animals. 

How Does It Live?
8QOLNH�PRVW�VTXLUUHOV��D�&ROXPELDQ�JURXQG� 
VTXLUUHO�OLYHV�LQ�EXUURZV�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�

What Can It Do?
ΖW�KLEHUQDWHV��7KDW�PHDQV�WKH�VTXLUUHO� 
sleeps through the winter to avoid the cold.

But That’s Not All!
It makes barking and whistling sounds  
WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�RWKHU�JURXQG�VTXLUUHOV�

Moose Gray Wolf

Columbian Ground Squirrel Whitebark Pine
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Where Does It Live?

7KHVH�EXWWHUȵLHV�OLYH�LQ�WKH� 
trees and fold their wings back  
so they can hide against the  
dark bark of the trees. 

How Does It Live?

7KH\�HDW�D�ORW�RI�OHDYHV��WKHVH�EXWWHUȵLHV� 
make some very hungry, hungry caterpillars.

What Can It Do?

7KH\�FDQ�OLQN�XS�ZLWK�RWKHU�EXWWHUȵLHV�WR� 
VFDUH�R΍�ELUGV��

But That’s Not All!

0RXUQLQJ�LV�ZKHQ�\RX�UHPHPEHU�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV�
GLHG��7KH�QDPH�FRPHV�IURP�LWV�GDUN�EHDXWLIXO�FRORUV�
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Meet Us  
on the Mountain

Where Does It Live?

7KH\�OLYH�DQG�KXQW�KLJK� 
up in the mountains.

How Does It Live?

Canadian lynx are good  
climbers and swimmers.  
7KH\�OLYH�XQGHU�IDOOHQ�WUHHV�RU�RQ�URFN�OHGJHV�

What Can It Do?

/LNH�WKHLU�KRXVH�FDW�FRXVLQV�WKH\�VWDON�DQG�MXPS�WR�
catch rabbits, rodents, mice, and other prey.

But That’s Not All!

7KHLU�IHHW�KDYH�WKLFN�SDGV�WR�OHW�WKHP�ZDON�RQ�VQRZ�

Where Does It Live

7KH\�OLYH�LQ�DOSLQH� 
�PRXQWDLQ��PHDGRZV�� 
7KH\�DUH�$ODVNDȇV� 
VWDWH�ȵRZHU�

How Does It Live?

7KH\�DUH�IRRG�IRU�VHYHUDO� 
NLQGV�RI�EXWWHUȵ\�DQG�PRWK�

What Can It Do?

7KHUH�DUH�YHU\�IHZ�EOXH�ȵRZHUV�LQ�QDWXUH�

But That’s Not All!

7KH\�JHW�WKHLU�QDPH�IURP�EHLQJ�D�V\PERO�WR�KHOS�
UHPHPEHU�ORQJ�ORVW�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�

Where Does It Live?

7KH\�OLYH�LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ� 
pines where they feast  
on tree seeds

How Does It Live?

7KH\�XVH�WKHLU�VKDUS�EHDNV� 
to get the seeds from pine cones.

What Can It Do?

7KH�QXWFUDFNHU�KDV�D�SRXFK�XQGHU�LWV�WRQJXH�WKDW�LW�
uses to carry seeds long distances.

But That’s Not All!

(DFK�QXWFUDFNHU�KLGHV�WKRXVDQGV�RI�VHHGV�HYHU\�\HDU�
DQG�FDQ�UHPHPEHU�ZKHUH�WR�ȴQG�WKH�VHHGV�WKDW�LW�
hides!

1SYVRMRK�'PSEO�&YXXIVƚ] Lynx

Clark’s Nutcracker Alpine Forget-Me-Nots
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